SOCIAL  AXD   DOMESTIC   RELATIONS        461
daily together, without embarrassing them. It is
not, then, by interest, but by common associations
and by the free sympathy of opinion and of taste, that
democracy unites brothers to each other. It divides
their inheritance, but it allows their hearts and minds
to mingle together. Such is the charm of these
democratic manners, that even the partisans of
aristocracy are caught by it; and after having
experienced it for some time, they are by no means
tempted to revert to the respectful and frigid observ-
ances of aristocratic families. They would be glad to
retain the domestic habits of democracy if they might
throw off its social conditions and its laws ; but these
elements are indissolubly united, and it is impossible
to enjoy the former without enduring the latter.
The remarks I have made on filial love and
fraternal affection are applicable to all the passions
which emanate spontaneously from human nature
itself. If a certain mode of thought or feeling is the
result of some peculiar condition of life, when that
condition is altered nothing whatever remains of
the thought or feeling. Thus a law may bind two
members of the community very closely to one
another; but that law being abolished, they stand
asunder. Nothing was more strict than the tie which
united the vassal to the lord under the feudal system :
at the present day the two men know not each other ;
the fear, the gratitude, and the affection which
formerly connected them have vanished, and not a
vestige of the tie remains. Such, however, is not the
case with those feelings which are natural to mankind.
Whenever a law attempts to tutor these feelings in
any particular manner, it seldom, fails to weaken
them ; by attempting to add to their intensity, it robs
them of some of their elements, for they are never
stronger than when left to themselves.